On behalf of the Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian Federation, I would like to welcome the organisers, exhibitors and visitors of the Pharmtech 2011 international exhibition.

The tasks of turning Russia into a global leader in the world economy and reaching the level of developed countries for social welfare indicators dictate new requirements for the healthcare system.  In the next decade, developed countries will begin to form a new technological base for their economic systems, based on the latest advances in biotechnology, information technology and nanotechnology, including in healthcare.

A separate task is the active development of the Russian pharmaceutical and medical industry, and the facilitation of its transition to an innovation model of development, which should raise the level of provision of effective and high-quality medicines and medical products to the public from healthcare organisations.  In recent years, the government has made significant steps to support innovative medical technology and pharmaceutical projects, the formation of high-tech clusters, and the localisation of high-tech industries.

Pharmtech 2011 is a major professional forum, which traditionally brings together representatives of leading domestic and foreign pharmaceutical companies and equipment manufacturers.

I am confident that Pharmtech 2011 will be a high level event that will provide a good foundation for mutually beneficial cooperation and the expansion of professional communication.

I wish the organisers, exhibitors and visitors every success in their work.

A. Levitskaya 

Deputy Minister 

